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Margaret Wix get digging after receiving £2,000 fro m the Local Strategic
Partnership

Parents, grandparents, governors and children recently turned out in force to
turn a corner of land into a new garden for the whole school community at
Margaret Wix Primary School in High Oaks.

However, the highlight of the morning was receiving a cheque for £2,000 from
Carlton Lomayx, the District Council’'s Environment and Health Promotions
Manager, to create this new kind of school garden which will benefit the whole
community. The money came from the Health Inequalities Fund made
available through the St Albans and District Local Strategic Partnership (LSP).

Everybody built up a sweat preparing three plots of land and planting the first
seeds. Each class has its own mini-greenhouse and will try their hands at
growing a wide range of fruit, vegetables and flowers which they will use
during their work within the classroom. Follow on work will involve the
preparation and cooking of fruit and vegetables, and the sharing of simple
recipes which the children will take home. This will hopefully generate more
interest and increase the consumption of vegetable based meals through the
'‘pester power' of the children involved with the project.

Clir Robert Donald, Chair of the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP)
commented: “This is exactly the sort of practical project for young people that
the LSP is keen to support, and is what our Community Strategy is all about. It
demonstrates that healthy living can involve physical exercise in the fresh air
that is not just about more team sport. It allows children to experience the
benefits of growing their own food locally, saving energy involved in long haul
distribution, reducing pollution levels and the district’s carbon footprint. So well
done Margaret Wix, with this garden project. Any other primary interested in
setting up a similar project can contact Carlton Lomax at St Albans City and
District Council for more information.”

Sally Bishop, the Head Teacher said: “The project involves the creation of a
children's garden, involving the whole school and residents in the schools
locality. They will be planning, preparing, planting and tending the growth of a
variety of fresh fruit and vegetables, increasing the children's and support
helpers physical activity.”

Sheila Burton, portfolio holder for sport and healthy living said: “This is a great

example of how partnerships can kick start an initiative that will benefit the
whole community. Not only will the school have extra resources to use in the
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classroom, but they and their parents will get satisfaction from growing their
own produce which they will be able to eat.”

Member contact:

Clir Sheila Burton, portfolio holder for sport and healthy living.
St Albans City and District Council

Tel: 01727 863598

Contact for the press:

Davina Mansell, information and communication officer

St Albans City and District Council

Tel: 01727 819316 E-mail: davina.mansell@stalbans.gov.uk
www.stalbans.gov.uk

Carlton Lomax, environment and health promotions manager
St Albans City and District Council

Tel: 01727 819455 E-mail: carlton.lomax@stalbans.gov.uk
www.stalbans.gov.uk

Notes:

The Health Inequalities Fund

St Albans District Health, Housing and Social Care Partnership was set-
up to consider local needs, issues, experiences, aspirations and best
practice in the fields of health, housing and social care, and to
recommend actions to relevant partners deliverable against a
measurable plan. The Partnership is affiliated and reports to the Local
Strategic Partnership (LSP) and has a wide membership including
Hertfordshire County Council, St Albans City & District Council, West
Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust and the voluntary sector.

The group had modest grant funding available for local initiatives run by
non-profit-making organisations that support people in the community
and improve the standard and/or range of health and care provision. For
2008/09, £10,000 has been made available to the St Albans District
community, through the District Health, Housing & Social Care
Partnership from West Hertfordshire Primary Care Trust (PCT).

St Albans and District Local Strategic Partnership (LSP)

The LSP is an organisation made up of representatives from public, private,
voluntary and community sectors. It is not exclusively made up of either the
District Council, the Chamber of Commerce, the NHS or the County Council,
but is a unique partnership between these organisations and others
established to work towards a more prosperous and pleasant community in
this part of Hertfordshire.

The shape and the direction of the St Albans and District LSP has been
shaped by contributions from the public, and the partnership’s task is to
deliver and implement the Sustainable Community Strategy improving the
quality of life in the district, and making it a better place to live, learn, work and
visit.
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